eae “SS i 
Seen + 
pegs ee 


= , UNWIN ty, eee 


sce of Holy Rebellion 








Shoreline 

West Seattle 
Wedgwood 

Eastside (coming soon) 
Downtown (coming soon) 
www.marshillchurch.org 


(oo 
LOX 





October 07, 2007 


Administration Chad Toulouse 


Content Editor Andrew Myers 
Layout & Design Brian Glassco 
Patrick Mahoney 
Angela Mincer 
Photo Editors Erin Silva 
Brian Casey 
Copy Editor Ron Brett 


Cover design by Patrick Mahoney 


TABLE OF CONTENTS 


Happy Birthday — don’t get too comfortable 2 
Go to Greece & Israel with Pastor Mark 3 
Austin City Limits, Barry Bonds, & Guitar Hero 4 
Life as JD: It’s not just MH’s anniversary 

Meet an Elder: Brad House 

Meet a Deacon: Katie Payne 5 
MH Finances 

MH Playlist: Drummer Jordan Butcher 6 
Mars Hill Fall Parties 

Rebel’s Guide to Joy 

Intro to Philippians 8 
Shorts Stories of Longsuffering 10 
Sad Songs of Celebration 11 
Vices Redeemed: Tattoos 12 
The Dark Rebellion of Witchcraft 15 
A Rebel’s Guide to Surrender 17 
Summer Retrospective 

Alki Baptisms 19 
Thank you, Mariners 21 
Holy Hollywood: Summer Success? 

Israel 2007: Miraculous to Mundane 22 
Epilogue 

This month's book: Frankenstein 23 


Write to Vox Pop 


Ideas, rants, and reactions? 


Email them to voxpop@marshillchurch.org. 
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A Welcome To First-time Readers 


Published on the first Sunday of every month, Vox Pop is the “voice of the people” known as Mars Hill Church. Mars 
Hill is a church based in the greater Seattle area. Weekly Sunday gatherings are at campuses throughout the region. 
Events, activities, and small groups meet throughout the week. If you visit us on a Sunday, stop by the Information Desk 
for a casual introduction to our church community. For more information, teaching, music, and more, visit our website at 
www.marshillchurch.org. And check out Vox Pop Network (voxpopnetwork.com) for more articles and content. 





After 11 Years, Two Constants: 


Jesus and Change 


By Pastor Jamie Munson 





Jesus continues to be exceedingly good to us as a church. 
John 1:16 says from His fullness we continue to receive 
grace upon grace, and as we celebrate our eleventh birthday, 
this year is no different. 

For the last eleven years two things have always re- 
mained constant at Mars Hill Church: JESUS and change. 
Jesus, who is the head of the church, continues to grow His 
church, and more people mean more changes. This change 
comes in the form of new Christians, new understanding of 
His grace, new leadership, new marriages and families, new 
facilities, and new mission opportunities. While the growth 
can certainly be challenging, as it increases the complex- 
ity of the church, it is a good thing that forces us to rely 
more closely on Jesus and His leading. We have just come 
through a long season of planning and change to accomplish 
the work that lies ahead. 

When we take a step back and look at the uniqueness 
of what God is doing through Mars Hill Church, it becomes 
apparent that we are a part of something special, a move- 
ment of God. A movement is larger than one congregation 
or one location; what God is doing expands beyond the 
typical borders of a church or ministry. In that way, a move- 
ment is like a river in which the streams of other churches, 
ministries, networks, and denominations flow together under 
its influence. As God graciously gives us the opportunity to 
have significant influence for Him and the Gospel, we are 


responding by architecting the church with an eye to the 
future. l'Il share some of these plans briefly here, but expect 
a more in depth communication in the near future. 

Through our Equipping Center in Ballard, we are laying 
a foundation to be able to train, equip, and send campus 
and church planting teams wherever God should open an 
opportunity. At the beginning of October we will begin using 
satellite technology to broadcast the sermon to our current 
campuses, laying the infrastructure to open a campus literally 
anywhere in the world. Plans are developing for six campuses 
in the Seattle area that will allow for us to have upwards of 
10,000 to 15,000 people worshiping Jesus. These initiatives 
and others are helping to reshape the borders of Jesus’ influ- 
ence through Mars Hill. 

As the fall is upon us, we roll out yet another version of 
Mars Hill and look forward to how we will grow in Jesus and 
how He will continue to change us. w 


Jamie Munson is Lead Pastor of Mars Hill Church. 
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The mission is evident, and Scripture is clear. | 














Greece & Israel Trip 2009 


By Pastor Mark Driscoll 





Editor’s note: Each month, a different Mars Hill leader 
explains how a particular aspect of the church embodies 
our mission: Mars Hill Church lives for Jesus as a city 
within the city: knowing culture, loving people, and 
seeing lives transformed to live for Jesus. 


Beginning August 24, 2009, | will be leading a ten-day trip 
to Greece and Israel. The bulk of those joining us will likely 
be from Mars Hill Church, but anyone who wants to come 
is welcome to. | am personally looking forward to the trip 
and preaching at various places along the way, such as the 
real Mars Hill. We will also see where Jesus walked, where 
Paul ministered, where the temple stood, and where the 
Scriptures were penned. If enough people sign up, we have 
been granted the permission to play a concert in front of the 
Western Wall. If that happens, we will actually have a Mars 
Hill indie rock church service at the very wall we have spent 
nearly a year studying in the Nehemiah series. 


The Greece & Israel Trip is relevant to the mission of 
Mars Hill in the following ways: 


Living for Jesus 

As a church that focuses on Jesus and trusts the scriptural 
record of His person and work, the trip will undoubtedly 
help us to have greater insights into Scripture and a greater 
understanding of Jesus. 


A City within the City 

As we visit the cities from which the gospel of Jesus spread 
throughout the world, we trust God to give us greater insights 
into His love and mission for us in our own city. 


Knowing Culture 

One of the great controversies in the earliest days of our 
faith was what was to be received, rejected, and redeemed 
from Gentile culture. Much of our New Testament letters 
were written in large part to wrestle with just such cultural 
issues. Therefore, as we travel through the places in which 
Paul ministered and wrote Scripture, we will be growing in 
our own understanding of the biblical principles that guide 
our involvement in culture for Christ. 


Loving People 

The key to loving people is to first comprehend God's love 
for us. Scriptures teach us that God’s love was poured out 
for us in Jesus, who entered into history to live, die in our 


place for our sins, and rise from the grave to conquer death. 
Therefore, as we see what it means that God actually entered 
into human history in a specific time and place, we will grow 
in our understanding of God's love for people, which can 
only increase our love for other people. 


Transforming Lives 

God is in the business of changing people to reflect His 
glory. He does this, in large part, through His Spirit, Word, 
and people. On this trip, it is our prayer that as we learn more 
of His Word together as His people, as led and taught by His 
Spirit, we would experience life transformation for His glory 
and our joy. 1% 


To learn more about the Greece & Israel Trip and take ad- 
vantage of the early registration discount, visit www.ujtours. 
com, email info@ujtours.com, or call 1-866-858-5687. The 
total cost for the trip is $3,495 per person based upon 
double occupancy in a room. That price includes airfare, 
hotels, transportation, tour guides, entrance fees, breakfast 
and dinner daily, and all taxes and fees, along with all gra- 
tuities. 





Sign up and start preparing for the fen-day 
adventure in August 2009. Includfs: 


A service led by Pastor Mark afthe actual Mars Hill 











LEARN ABOUT THE BIB/E IN THE 
LAND WHERE IT WAS WRITTEN. 


Join Pastor Mark Driscoll for this speg/al journey to Greece and Israel. 


Trips to Jerusalem, the Sea gf Galilee, Athens, Corinth, and more 


If enough people sign up, afMars Hill worship band will be allowed to play a concert 
in front of the Western Wall — near the site of the ancient temple in the heart of Jerusalem. 


All airfare, motels, tours/ entrance fees, breakfasts, and dinners Included in the cost 


Discount registration is how open at www.ujtours.com (look for the link from marshillchurch.org) 
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A MONTHLY 
TASTE OF 


TRENDS, 
CULTURE, “Ut 


& EVENTS i> == 


Send your Six Pack suggestions: 
voxpop@marshillchurch.org 


Music: Austin City Limits 

Ladies and gentlemen, start your TiVos. The 33rd 
season of PBS’ legendary music showcase looks 
like another winner. Between now and January, you 
can watch live performances by the Decemberists, 
Wilco, Arcade Fire, Bloc Party, Regina Spektor, 


and more — all from the inexpensive comfort of your" 


living room couch. 


Online: Cruel Logic 
The concept: a "postmodern killer" captures liberal 
college professors and uses their ovn arguments to 
debate them to death...literally. Sound like a joke? 
In any case, but the premise for Brian Godawa's (To 
End All Wars) latest project is admittedly intriguing. 
The murderer reminds his cerebral victims, “Ideas, 
you see, have consequences.” Read a scene from 
the graphic novel and watch the short film (feature 
in development) at www.godawa.com. 


Sports: The Fate of #756 

In an online poll last month, fans decided to 
blemish Barry Bonds’ record-setting homerun 
ball before it’s sent to the Baseball Hall of Fame. 
Fashion designer Mark Ecko purchased the ball for 
over $750,000 in an online auction and then let the 
public determine its fate: launch the ball into space, 
send it to the Hall as is, or send it branded it with 
an asterisk — a symbol that represents a tainted 
achievement in sports. 


Gaming: Guitar Hero III 
On October 28, air guitar moves one sequel closer 
to credibility. This time around, the video game 
that gives players a chance to express their inner 
rockstar features a wireless guitar controller, battle 
mode, and a host of high profile cameos and tunes 
from the best facemelters in the biz (for those 
who've grown up dreaming about joining Slash 
onstage for “Welcome to the Jungle”). 


Book: The Year of Living Biblically 

Author A.J. Jacobs spent one year attempting “to 
follow the Bible as literally as possible,” obeying 
the 700+ commandments he found throughout the 
Old Testament. The book hits stores this month, 


and Jacobs will be making two appearances in the | 

Seattle area to talk about it. But don’t expect to hear ~ 
any Jesus from this experimental legalist. “I started 
the year as an agnostic,” he told Newsweek, “and ‘= 
now | am a reverent agnostic.” 


Local: Down on the Farm 
If it stays dry, autumn is beautiful in Seattle. Head 
out to the country to enjoy some seasonal fun 


at places like The Farm and Stocker Farms in | 


Snohomish, and Remlinger Farms in Carnation... 
pumpkin patches, petting zoos, corn mazes, and 
runny noses aplenty. If hay rides aren’t enough to 
get your blood flowing, check out Stocker Farms’ 
“Field of Screams.” 
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Happy anniversary! 


Your Name Here 


Mars Hill Church is not the only one today celebrating an 
anniversary today. 

On October 7 of last year, Blake and | exchanged vows 
in our blessing ceremony in England. (Our blessing cer- 
emony was exactly the same as a normal wedding ceremony 
except that we didn’t sign any legal papers at the time. | 
had to come to the U.S. on a fiancée visa and we had to 
legally marry in America, however, we consider the English 
ceremony to be our real wedding day because that is when 
we exchanged our vows before God and our families.) It’s 
hard to believe that it has been a year already...and what a 
year it has been too, oh boy! 

All my life, from when | was a little girl, | had a very 
idealistic view of marriage and how it would be. | “knew” that 
my husband and | would not argue much, although | did allow 
for the fact that we might have the odd disagreement (which 
wouldn't last long), but basically we would wander off into 
the sunset holding hands and everything would be wonderful 
and rose-coloured. 

Ah, those of you who are married are probably chuckling 
to yourselves and sharing a knowing smile. Yep, let’s just say 
that | wasn't quite 100 percent accurate in my expectations 
of married life! We'd had a fairly tough relationship in the first 
place, due to living in different countries, and we’d also hit 
a few rough patches, mostly because | didn’t have quite the 
same theological understanding of things at that time. But | 
just assumed that once we got married everything would be 
perfect — it is, at least, much easier to resolve a disagreement 
when you can see each other’s facial expressions and body 
language! 

Blake once told me that Pastor Mark said marriage is 
like two cats in a bucket of water... it's so true! Thankfully 
we can look back and laugh now at how incredibly rough 
it was when we first got married, and we have been able to 
pass on what we have learned to other newlyweds who have 
had the same shock to the system. Thank goodness for the 
newlywed Community Groups — ours has definitely been a 
life saver, and it was also good to hear that everyone else 
had their own “first six weeks” story! 

Of course, our “first six weeks” lasted slightly longer 
because | had just moved from another country and was 
trying to adjust to life here in the old U.S. of A. as well as 
married life. There were several times when we really had 
nothing left and we were hanging on by a thread, but thank- 
fully we turned to Jesus and He did miracles in our marriage. 
To those of you who are newlyweds, or those of you who are 
hoping to get married someday, here are the Dean Family top 
survival tips: 


#1) Jesus 


Yep, that pretty much says it all. Jesus, some God-given 
grace and patience, a sense of humour, and consistent 
prayer. If you stick with Jesus, your marriage will become the 
most beautiful relationship you will see in this life — | can 
testify to that process. \'/ 


Jo Dean is a member of Mars Hill Church. Her column 
appears monthly in Vox Pop. 
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- Role at MH | a 
| | am the Ballard Campus Community Group Pastor 
-Born : 
| Feb 26, 1976, in St. Johns, MI 
Family 
| Married to Jill (anniversary June 24). Kids: Oliver Silas 


(2 12), Phinehas James (1 1⁄2), and To Be Named Later 
- (in utero) | 


"First set foot in MH 

< Winter of 2000 | started coming to the Theology 
“Fight Club (later renamed Deadmen). Some friends 

| that had been attending MH invited me. | also had the 
opportunity to-hear-Mark at a couple seminars and 

= thought | would check it out. | miss the nerf guns... 


` Leadership at MH 

My wife and | started coming for reals just after MH moved 
—nto the Earl Building: | started my “leadership track" 
| stacking up chairs after the evening service and taking out 
Lt trash. | moved from that to a setup lead and began leading _ 
| 
A 











a Community Group, which eventually led to my call to be 
an Rer | was sworn in j August of 2005. 

Scripture a 
--Lam-not much for playing favorites...especially-with 
| Scripture, but one Scripture | often meditate on is Psalm 
_111:10a: “the fear of the lord is the beginning of wisdom.” 


- Quotation 
~ “It is finished” -Jesus of Nazareth 


~Last-book read | amen 
Fiction: Don Quixote, by Cervantes — thumbs up. 
Nonfiction: Created in God's Image, by Hoekema. 
~ Great book. 


-~-Last-movie watched 

Bourne Ultimatum...good popcorn movie 
eS 
_ Music 
| I’m a mess when it comes to musical taste...My ipod 
contains James, Bebo Norman, Live, Gordon Lightfoot, 
: Dave Mathews, Caedmon’s Call, Radio Head, Paul 


_Simon....| like it-all but.|-haven't-had much.time-lately to 
| be in the current music scene as much as | used to. 


“Favorite Seattle eatery 
Dragon Fish Café. Although if | were allowed to go 
utside Seattlé | would recommend Chantanee in 
Bellevue for the best Thai around. 


teleder (el'der) n. 1. Elected or appointed governing 


officer within a church (synonymous with “pastor’’). 


1 Timothy 3: 1-7, Titus 1: 6-9 








RoleatMH —— 
For the past two years, I've been Administrative Assistant_ 
~ for the Music Dept. Just recently I switched roles and now 
assist Jeff f Vandergiessen i in the Productions Dept. 


- e — = -_——- 


Born 

_ August 22, 1979, in Springfield, IL 

" First set foot in MH 

~ October 2003.1 reconnected with an old friend who 

; encouraged me to come. She & her husband (who she 
et.at.MH)_brought.me tothe Ballard-campus. 


Leadership at MH | 
| started volunteering in the office spring of 2004, began 
- singing in one of the bands that summer, and got hired 
personal assistant to Pastor Tim Smith in-Summer 
: 2005. | became a deacon shortly after | came on staff in 
November 2005. | _ 
| Scripture | 
foe phresans-o aeaa a = 


Quotation.. 
“The-only fool bigger than the person who knows it all is 
the person who argues with him.” —Stanislaw Jerszy Lec 
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Last book read | 


A am-currently almostifinished-with-The-Kite-Runner—-—- 


Tremendously moving & interesting novel, thumbs up ior 
surel — 


Last movie watched 
—No-movies-these-days;just TV on DVD-1figuredit was — 
time to see 24, so | rented seasons one and two. First 
season was rad, then about halfway through disc two of 
season two, | realized, yea, | don’t really care of LA gets 
nuked or not. So | a lina watching it. l 
_ PERIIVIJA > 
- Music 
|- Right now, | am really into the recent release of Elliott 
L Smith’s album New Moon. | also can’t get enough of The 
Shins, Wincing me Mgnt Away and Emmylou Harris, 


pee 
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avorite Seattle eatery | 
Market Street Grill (in Ballard) has the best Happy Fous 
mac & cheese made with truffle oil! | also inevitably end 
up at Dad Watsons in Fremont. Good beers and Cajun 
tater tots! Smash Wine Bar in Wallingford is another great 
ightout,.if you are into.tasting wines & fancy cheeses. 


*deaecon (de’ken) n. 1. Attendant or assistant to 
church pastors/elders. 
1 Timothy 3:8 
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CHURCH FINANCIAL INFORMATION/WEEKLY GIVING TRENDS 

















Date Budget Giving # of Givers Attendance 
August 26 $180,000 $145,291 569 5203 
September 2 $185,000 $116,220 520 4480 
September 9 $185,000 $154,423 623 4677 
September 16 $185,000 $223,957 545 5250 























MONTHLY BUDGET VS. ACTUAL GIVING 
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November December January February 


March April May June July August 





Monthly Budget $520,000 $650,000 $600,000 $600,000 


$600,000 $800,000 $640,000 $640,000 $800,000 $720,000 























Actual Given $860,831 $992,381 $585,800 $653,629 














$669,542 $824,216 $751,145 $702,960 $712,194 $685,153 


























*These are budgeted giving numbers. They don’t represent actual surplus or deficit, as expenses are not reflected in these numbers. 





Money at Mars Hill 


What do we believe about our stuff? 
Everything we have comes from God. Our money is a bless- 
ing and a tool we use to worship Him by giving to the church 
(to further the Gospel in Seattle), providing for our families 
and enjoying God and the grace that He gives us. 

You may have a lot and you may have a little, but the real 
question is: are you worshipping God with your stuff and do 
the first fruits of your checkbook reveal that? 


How much should I give? 

The Bible says that giving is for Christians and should be di- 
rected first to your local church. The Bible does not say how 
much you should give but rather seeks to deal with the heart 
behind your giving. Second Corinthians 8 and 9 say that our 
giving should be cheerful, regular, sacrificial and generous. 
The Bible does not prescribe a percentage; through prayer 
we must seek to have a clear conscience in regards to our 
giving. Jesus says, “For where your treasure is, there your 
heart will be also” (Mt 6:21). 


Who should give? 

Christians should give faithfully to their local church. If you 
are not a Christian, don't give—seek to deal with the larger 
issue: your sin and Jesus’ forgiveness of that sin. We are 
not concerned about the amount people give but about 
the number of people who are giving. God is building His 
kingdom through the church, and He asks that all believers 
share in this joyous responsibility. This mission is bigger than 
just a few of us and takes everyone's effort and faithfulness; 
no matter if you are a college student who can give only 10 
bucks a month or a millionaire who can give thousands. 


How Can I Give At Mars Hill? 


e In a secure giving box located near the 
campus entrances 
° In an offering basket after the sermon 


(on the Communion table) 
° Online at www.marshillchurch.org 
e Mailing to the Ballard Campus: 
1401 NW Leary Way 
Seattle, WA 98107 


For information about automated and stock donations, 
contact giving@marshillchurch.org. 


Questions, comments, or concerns: 
giving@marshillchurch.org 
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MH PLAYLIST *11 


Jordan Bute | 


Team Strike Force (drums) 


Coliseum — “Set It Straight” 

Super crusty hardcore punk rock. These guys are legit. 
Makes me want to grow a massive beard and stop shower- 
ing. I'll pick up whatever this band puts out. 


American Football - “Never Meant” 

lm not ashamed to say that this is my favorite song of all 
time. It never gets old. Hands down in the top 10 indie 
rock/emo songs written in the last 10 years. 


Juno — “When I Was In __” 

Somehow Juno managed to express Seattle’s gray winter 
through sound. This song and the album it calls home 
continue to astound me. Listen closely to the last 55 


seconds. Pure magic. 


Patty Griffin - “Long Ride Home” 
Some of the most honest lyrics I’ve ever heard. Patty Griffin 
couldn't write a bad song If she tried. 


Hey Mercedes - “Quality Revenge At Last” 
This song rips from beginning to end. The drummer finds 
a perfect pocket and sits in it the whole song. The little half 
time break down in the chorus makes the song for me. 
Catchy like the flu. 


Renee Heartfelt - “The Death Of A Ghost” 
They have the worst band name since Milli Vanilli, but what's 
in a name? They're official band bio says it best: Do you 
remember when post-hardcore sounded like Quicksand? 


Jesu - “Wolves” 
Not much to say here. Jesu create epic post-metal that’s 
both heavy and beautiful. 


Porter Wagoner - “Be A Little Quieter” 

PW is a legend in country music. This is one of those songs 
that you listen to once, then you understand why. Genius 
lyrics. 


Jimmy Eat World - "If You Don't, Dont” 
Bleed American is better than Clarity, and this is the reason 
why. Perfectly crafted pop rock. 


Converge - “Plagues” 

Pure unadulterated metal riffage. Converge are pioneers, 
and this track kills me every time | hear it. Just as the guitar 
intro nears two minutes, your ears explode. The song hits 
harder than a bag of hammers. 
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Kids, Costumes, Candy 


Mars Hill Children’s Ministry Throws a Party 


By Josh Wall 





Anyone else remember the days long ago, sitting down in 
front of the TV as a kid to watch Mr. Rogers’ Neighborhood? 
Each day, he would come into his house, swap his outside 
sweater for his inside sweater, and invite us all into the 
wonderful land of make-believe. | realize, now that we're all 
grown up, that what I’m about to ask may be difficult, but 
roll with me. 

Reach into your back pocket-—this works with the MH 
preschoolers all the time—and pull out your Acme-licensed 
Imagination Cap (patent pending). Looks pretty cool, 
doesn’t it? Now put it on and come with me into our own 
land of make-believe... 


Imagine, if you will, a magical land, full of mystery and 
adventure, fun and fantasy. You're in the middle of a big 
room that looks surprisingly like the Mars Hill Children’s 
Ministry facility—but it’s not; remember this is the land of 
make-believe. You’re surrounded by what looks to be a 
sea of colorful hobbits flowing this way and that in a bliss- 
fully chaotic swirl around the room. But as you look closer 
at the individual forms toting huge bags of candy back 
and forth between game booths, you realize that hobbits 
aren't what you're seeing. Rather, right beside you Is a 
little police officer having a serious discussion with a tiny 
dinosaur; across the room are five small, pink princesses 
comparing their pointy hats; two junior Spider-men are at- 
tempting to climb the nearby wall; and three midget ninjas 
are plotting together in the corner. 

There are Snickers, Jolly Ranchers, and Gobstoppers 
in abundance; beanbags, water balloons, and shaving 
cream are careening through the air at a scattered troop of 
Proxy kids (in a controlled fashion, of course); and-is that 
a potato sack race? 

Parents and friends, siblings and neighbors are all 
present, dressed like cowboys and spacemen, chatting 
with old friends and new while their little ones scurry about 
entirely carefree. Some know Jesus and some don't, but all 
are having the time of their lives. 


Alright, Imagination Caps off. 

Maybe without the use of the cap, you never would 
have envisioned such a wonderful place. Fortunately for 
you, Mars Hill Children’s Ministry pastor Dick McKinley 
needs no cap to think up such a playful romp, for so he 
already has—and we can be sure that his vision puts mine 
to shame. 

October 31, at 6:30pm: while everyone else is trying 
to find a safe neighborhood for trick-or-treating, swing by 
the Ballard campus with your colorfully costumed kiddos. 
Bring some friends, bring some family, and have some good 
ol’, Jesus-honoring fun at the Mars Hill Children’s Ministry 
Costume Party. 

Just be careful around those little ninjas: | don’t trust 
them. x 


Josh Wall is a member at Mars Hill Church and a regular 
contributor for Vox Pop. He attends the Ballard Campus 
and can be found eating Play Dough with 4-year-olds in 
the Children’s Ministry. 





A Good Party AND A 
Good Work 


By Alyssa Begg 





All too often | don’t really care about how my actions hurt 
others. Nor is there much evidence that | consistently fear 
the Lord. 

Earlier this summer | read Jeremiah 22:15-16, which 
clearly states that to know God is to do justice and righ- 
teousness, and to defend the cause of the poor and needy. 

My husband told me about the book he was reading 
on child slavery, and | grew angry at injustice—never mind 
| was wearing my extra-long jeans and my much-adored 
brown sweatshirt, both made by a company with a long 
history of child laborers working under conditions I'd rather 
not think about. 

Last week | thought about the suffering of the thou- 
sands of coffee workers as | paid $3.50 for a double-tall- 
extra-whip-hazelnut-mocha—never mind the coffee | was 
drinking might have been picked by these same workers. 

It’s not wrong to drink coffee, and it’s certainly not 
a sin to wear clothes. | turn to Jesus when consumerism 
leads to sin. His blood covers my selfishness, and His 
grace is sufficient to forgive. But this love is too great to 
receive in a passive manner. It changes me, and through 
sin, repentance, and forgiveness, and my heart becomes 
more like His. 

Friday night, November 2, you and | both have a 
chance to align our time and talents with what we say we 
care about. You can enjoy appetizers while hanging out 
with your favorite people, and spend your money buying 
items too support AIDS orphans in Africa. 

We'd love to have you join us for the annual Agathos 
Foundation silent auction. Bring a date, a group of friends 
who care about the poor and oppressed, or the people 
you're praying for who don't know the Lord and who might 
be moved seeing what the compassion of Christ looks 
like—not just in empathetic thoughts or caring words, but in 
deliberate actions. 

If you have items to donate for the silent auction 
(services your company provides, a day of babysitting or 
yard work, tickets to the Seahawks, a new Escalade), or if 
you'd like to bring some hors d’ouvres, donations are much 
appreciated. If you’re the host or hostess with the mostest, 
sign up to be a table captain and bring your community 
group with you on November 2. If you have huge muscles, 
or even medium sized muscles, come help move chairs. W 


Write to ocov@marshillchurch.org to donate, host, or help. 
Alyssa is a member of Mars Hill Church. She is delighted 
to have become Mrs. Kabyn Begg on Sept 1st. 
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Pastor Mark Driscoll’s introduction to Philippians 
Short stories of longsuffering 

The pain we sing 

Jesus Ink: Christians with tattoos 

The Dark Rebellion of Witchcraft 

“Let Them Come Home”: A Rebel’s Guide to Surrender 











UIDE to JOY... 


Jesus was a rebel, outlaw, renegade, and hardcore sanctified troublemaker. He never sinned, but He lived His life by a set of rules that His culture did not 
approve of, especially the stuffed-shirt religious types. Examples include healing on the Sabbath, throwing over tables in the temple, eating with godless 
sinners, and not washing His hands before eating. Clearly, Jesus was no coward who conformed to social pressure. 

Jesus was ultimately murdered in an attempt to stop Him from literally turning the world upside down, which was as effective as blowing on the head 
of a dandelion to exterminate it. Nonetheless, Jesus endured the cross, as Hebrews 12:2 says, “for the joy that was set before him” and never lost His joy 
even in the midst of betrayal, poverty, injustice, loneliness, pain, suffering, slander, and even death. Jesus was single-minded in His mission to pursue 
God's glory in heaven and our salvation on earth. Jesus lived without those things that we would typically associate with joy, such as health, wealth, sex, 
and comfort, yet He is the freest and happiest person who has ever lived. Jesus is the most joyful person who has ever lived because He was the most obe- 
dient, God-glorifying, humble, sacrificial person who has ever lived. Paradoxically, He had joy despite being a “man of sorrows” (Isaiah 53:3). 

Following his conversion, Paul patterned his life after Jesus and also lived as a rebel, outlaw, renegade, and hardcore sanctified troublemaker. He too 
was single, broke, often homeless, and so hated that he got run out of more than a few towns after taking a good beating. Paul writes Philippians while 
he is sitting on the floor of a filthy Roman jail (Philippians 1:13-17)—a brutal place and nothing like the Paris Hilton Camp Cupcake Clubhouses that we 
see today. Alone in his jail cell, flat broke, tired, hungry, sick, abandoned, and facing the prospect of a brutal death, Paul sat down to write a letter to his 
friends in Philippi, who enjoyed one of the few churches written to in the New Testament that did not sound like it had been taken over by drunk carnival 
workers. 


Founded by Paul in roughly 50 AD, the church at Philippi was the can be found in the darkest and most painful seasons of life, providing 
first church in Europe. The church began when the team of Paul, Silas, we jettison the impotent insights of culture and religion and keep our 
Timothy, and Luke met with some Jewish women at their place of prayer gaze fixed on Jesus. Throughout the 104 verses of the letter, the key words 
(Acts 16). Their first converts were a wealthy upper class Asian business- that appear include “joy” or “rejoice,” “Jesus” or “Christ,” “in Christ,” and 
woman, Lydia, and her family; a demon-possessed lower class Greek “gospel,” which appears more in Philippians than in any of Paul’s other 
slave girl; and a middle class Roman jailer and his family. Despite racial, letters. Together, they reveal that the secret of our joy is seeing the gospel 
economic, gender, and political differences, the church grew to be very of Jesus Christ going out even through our pain, trial, and affliction. Thus, 


healthy and filled with joy as they grew together in their love for and ser- joy as presented in Philippians is less a feeling based upon our experi- 
vice of Jesus Christ. ence, but rather a lifestyle that results in others experiencing the trans- 
Importantly, the church at Philippi was not filled with the kind of sin forming power of Jesus Christ. As illustrations of a life lived for joy, Paul 


includes the story of Jesus’ joy in suffering (Philippians 2:6-11), along 
with his own (Philippians 3:4-14). 
To guard the joy that comes only from living for God’s glory even 


that we see in such places as Corinth, or the heresy that we see in such 
places as Galatia. For the most part, the church was doing well. In his 
absence, Paul’s loving and gracious pastoral tone of affection warns them 


against a possible slide into sin or heresy, and is markedly different than amidst our hardships so that others will see countercultural lives pat- 
his terse tone in some other New Testament letters. terned after Jesus’ own life, Paul also warns the church to “look out for” 
In typical rebel fashion, Paul writes the church about joy and how it people who get us off Jesus’ mission. They include people who have self- 
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ish ambition and envy (Philippians 1:15-17), opponents of Christianity 
(Philippians 1:27—28), people with their own interests that conflict with 
Jesus’ (Philippians 2:21), and religious “dogs” who seek to enslave people 
by their goofy rules (Philippians 3:18-19). 

Upon the letter’s arrival, the entire church would have gathered to 
hear it be read aloud. They would have undoubtedly been encouraged by 
the tone of love and appreciation from their founding pastor, for whom 
they were greatly concerned. Among those listening were some godly 
women in the church that Scripture makes note of, such as Lydia (Acts 
16) and Euodia and Syntyche (Philippians 4:3). 

Paul wrote to thank the Philippian church for their generous gift 
to him (Philippians 4:10-11). Paul also used the Philippian church as a 
model of sacrificial financial giving for the Corinthian church (2 Corinthi- 
ans 8:15). Additional reasons for the letter include informing them about 
one of their deacons named Epaphroditus who had been sent to help 
Paul but had fallen ill and nearly died (Philippians 2:19-30), encourage 
them in their trials (Philippians 1:28-30), appeal for unity (Philippians 
4:3), and rebuke “brothers” who were serving Christ with impure motives 
and ill will toward Paul (Philippians 1:14-17). 

Throughout the fall, our study of Philippians will also highlight some 
of the similarities between their situation in Philippi and ours in Seattle. 
First, their city was part of the greatest nation on the earth in its day, 
the Roman Empire. That nation, like our own, had grown very fat and 
happy yet lacked joy. Second, the city of Philippi, while not a capital city, 
was the leading regional city, as Seattle is in ours, which means it was 
a strategic hub from which information, goods, and people traveled to 
other cities and rural areas. This made it a strategic church-planting and 
culture-changing center much like Seattle. Third, the church at Philippi 
was roughly the same age as Mars Hill Church, which commemorates its 
eleventh anniversary by beginning our study of Philippians. Fourth, their 
city was, like ours, very diverse in every way, including language, ethnic- 
ity, and culture. Fifth, the spiritual diversity of the city was great, yet the 
biblical knowledge of the people was minimal. Philippi had Greek gods 
and goddesses, a pantheon of cults, Egyptian religion, imperial religion, 
witchcraft — but not even the ten men who were needed to comprise a 
Jewish synagogue. 

Paul’s letter is incredibly timely for us since we live in an over-medi- 
cated society that exists for the “pursuit of happiness.” The sermons in 
this series will, as you might expect, contain a great deal of controversy. 
Too often Philippians is quoted like some pagan mantra by churchy 
types who have trouble with all the pain, suffering, evil, injustice, hard- 
ship, and difficulty in our fallen world. Rather than diving headlong into 
reality, they instead prefer to quote the verses on joy out of context while 
sporting the same blank-eyed, fake-smile stare as a basset hound that just 
heard a high-pitched whistle. To illustrate this point, the sermons will 
include clips from various Christian teachers and products to show how 
joy is more than just an easy life or vacuous cheery outlook on the brutal 
seasons of life. To be fair, we will also critique the various inane places 
where our culture, including advertisers, tell us to fish for our joy apart 
from Jesus, which will provide plenty of comedic fodder. w 
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Read Ahead 


October 7: The Rebel’s Guide to Joy (Acts 16; Phil. 1:1-1a) 

October 14: The Rebel’s Guide to Joy in Loneliness (Phil. 1:1b-11) 
October 21: The Rebel’s Guide to Joy in Suffering (Phil. 1:12-18) 
October 28: The Rebel’s Guide to Joy in Death (Phil. 1:19-30) 
November 4: The Rebel’s Guide to Joy in Humility (Phil. 2:1-11) 
November 11: The Rebel’s Guide to Joy in Temptation (Phil. 2:12-30) 
November 18: The Rebels Guide to Joy in Conflict (Phil. 3:1-11) 
December 2: The Rebel’s Guide to Joy in Exhaustion (Phil. 3:12—4:1) 
December 9: The Rebel’s Guide to Joy in Anxiety (Phil. 4:2—9) 
December 16: The Rebel’s Guide to Joy in Poverty (Phil. 4:10-23) 


Study Ahead Philippians Commentaries 
Basics For Believers: An Exposition of Philippians, by D. A. Carson 
(128 pages) 


Philippians: The NIV Application Commentary, by Frank Thielman 
(256 pages) 


Philippians, by James Montgomery Boice (288 pages) 
Paul’s Letter to the Philippians, by Gordon D. Fee (543 pages) 


The Epistle to the Philippians: A Commentary on the Greek Text, by 
Peter T. O’Brien (638 pages) 


Free Online Philippians Resources 


IVP New Testament Philippians commentary: www.biblegateway. 
com/resources/ commentaries > select from the drop-down menu 


Puritan Matthew Henry’s Philippians commentary: 
www.biblegateway.com/resources/commentaries > select from the 
drop-down menu 


Transcripts of legendary preacher Charles Spurgeon’s sermons on 
Philippians: www.spurgeon.org/index/r_php.htm 


Reformer John Calvin’s commentary on Philippians: www.ccel.org/ 
ccel/calvin/calcom42.titlepage.html 


Pastor Ray Stedman’s sermon transcripts from Philippians: 
www.raystedman.org/philippians/ 


Lectures on Philippians from the professors of Covenant Theological 
Seminary: from Scripture drop-down menu 


Dr. John Piper’s sermons and transcripts on Philippians: 
www.desiringgod.org/Search/?search=philippians 
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At Mars Hill Church, many of the songs we sing were written by people in the midst 





IN 100 WORDS 


100-WORD STORIES BASED ON THE THEMES FOUND IN THE BOOK OF PHiLIPPIANS, NAMELY HOW PEOPLE RESPOND WHEN 
À, FACED WITH HARDSHIP. THIS MONTH’S THEMES: 


Loneliness, Suffering, and Death 


BOTTLE FOR SUFFERING 
By Adriel Ifland 


Before we set foot on the pier, we could hear 
the man leaning over the railing with his bottle 
and making gestures to the night sky. 

We giggled, rolling our eyes. We see drunks 
there often, though usually they're in groups 
and roaring with laughter. 

“How’s it going?” | asked as we ap- 
proached. 

He despondently muttered and mo- 
tioned upward. “Just trying to talk to God,” he 
said. "I need to talk to him, got problems, but | 
just can’t seem to get through.” His sad eyes 
scanned the heavens and with a sigh he lifted 
and tilted back his bottle. 
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THE SCARLET D 
By Anonymous 


She has a Scarlet D tattooed on her chest. 
She knows you can't see it, but is still certain 
you detect its flashing neon flare through the 
thickest sweatshirt she wears. She counts 
two or three witnesses in the land of the living 
as friends, but she knows that most of you 
reckon divorce right up there with the unfor- 
givable sin. So she closets herself in her room 
and writes to the glory of the only Audience 
that matters, and is blessed in her loneliness, 
assured that He who began a good work in 
her will bring it to completion. 








> NEXT MONTH: Humility, Temptation, and Conflict. 
Send submissions to voxpop@marshillchurch.org. 


DEATH = LIFE 
By Andrew Myers 


“If you want to go to Moldova, go now,” said 
the doctor. 

The cancer had only needed a few 
months to destroy his 50-year-old body. With 
the end in sight, Tom made the journey one 
last time to help the fire-marred orphans he 
loved so dearly. 

The man lived with a big heart—and 
many demons. My wife and | prayed before 
she went to visit him in the hospital. She 
sat down next to him at death’s door and 
shared the verse that would save him, but 
he smiled. “You should know,” Tom said, “l 
became a Christian.” 





A MELODY FROM THE 
SINGLE LANE 
By D. Scott Phillips 


She was singing. Her voice broke with the 
effort, and she couldn't finish the line, but still, 
here of all places, singing? 

We sat side-by-side, early but waiting. 
First to arrive, there were now dozens standing 
around us — faces pulled tight, worry burrow- 
ing deep creases as they raised arms to check 
watches. 

Her son fidgeted in his stroller. Lines of 
deep red coursed the milky white sea of her 
eyes. But music had escaped those lips: 

"| sought the Lord, He answered me...” 

And then the very late 177 bus arrived 

and we parted. But the melody remained. 





of intense loneliness, suffering, conflict, and tragedy. “The Rebel’s Guide to Joy” 
sermon series includes video biographies of these individuals. And in the pages of 
Vox Pop, writer Hannah Fischer will provide a glimpse into the moment of broken- 
ness that led these men and women to write the lyrics we sing to this day. 


> Robert Robinson (1735-1790) 


“COME THOU FOUNT” 


Prone to wander, Lord | feel it. Prone to leave the God | love. 


Palms wet with anguish, he brushed the hair from his eyes and stared at the dirty 
wooden floor between his feet. His elbows pressed into his knees, teeth clenched. 
Reflections of an inward battle flashed in his bloodshot eyes. His chest hurt. His head 
hurt. Three years of fighting George Whitfield’s fiery appeal to repent had finally left 
him strained, broken. No more running. No more fighting. He crumpled to his knees 
and wept. 


Here’s my heart Lord. Take and seal it for your courts above. 


p William Cowper (1731-1800) 


“THERE IS A FOUNTAIN” 


Heavy words from Romans three pounded in his throbbing head. “For all have sinned 
and fallen short...” He had fallen short. Periods of deep depression, multiple suicide 
attempts and periods of insanity had landed him in Dr. Cotton’s asylum in St. Albans. 
He was recovering. Clinging to the grace of Jesus Christ, he began to write again. 


There is a fountain filled with blood drawn from Emmanuel’s veins; 
And sinners plunged beneath that flood lose all their guilty stains. 
Lose all their guilty stains, lose all their guilty stains; 

And sinners plunged beneath that flood lose all their guilty stains. 


> Charlotte Elliott (1789-1871) 


“JUST AS TAM” 


Laughter of children playing drifted through the open window. The edges of her tired 
lips curled slightly at the sound. Noonday sun brightened the room as she reclined 
heavily against the pillows, exhaustion setting in. “How useless | must seem, lying 
in bed while all are working.” A worn notebook and pen lay beside the bed. Slowly 
lifting them both to her lap, she whispered softly to her Savior, her strength. JUST as 
I am, without one plea, but that thy blood was shed for me, and that thou bid’st me 
come to thee, O Lamb of God, | come! 


> Horatio Spafford (1828-1888) 


“IT IS WELL WITH MY SOUL” 


“We're approaching the site where she went down,” the ship’s captain said from 
across the small room. He spoke of the Ville du Havre, the fateful steamer Spafford’s 
wife and four daughters had boarded just a few weeks earlier. Heavy white clouds 
loomed near the horizon as the ship’s horn interrupted Spafford’s thoughts. He 
couldn't speak. He was thinking of his grieving wife ahead of him in Wales. God 
would see them through. He nodded at the captain and turned slowly toward the 
door. Whatever my lot, God has taught me to say, It is well with my soul. 
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Introduction: Vices Remed l= = 


“Everything is permissible for me’ — but not 
everything is beneficial. ‘Everything is permis- 
sible for me’ — but I will not be mastered by 
anything.” -1 Corinthians 6:12 





What does redemption really mean? Could some 
things traditionally viewed by the church as inher- 
ently sinful have some benefit? Could they actually 
be tools with which to glorify God? If Jesus walked the 
earth today, would you invite him to a poker night? 
Would he be willing to discuss theology over a pipe? 
Would he be able to concoct a killer homebrew? 
Okay, many of us can agree that despite the 
assertions of many denominations, things like danc- 
ing, tattoos, and alcohol are not inherently sinful at 
all; it’s the motivation and the fruit that can be sinful. 
But over the course of six months, this Vox Pop series 
will take some time to discuss how traditional “vices” 
can in fact be redeemed for use as tools for edifica- 
tion and fellowship, for the sanctified enjoyment of 
life, and even for evangelism. “Vices, Redeemed” 
is an exploration of our freedom in Christ and a 
celebration of the gift of life He has given us. 


PE 


1. Motivations cannot be based in rebellion or self-medication. 
2. Itis sinful to break the law. 


3. Moderation is key — excess can lead to addiction and/or idolatry. 


So keep reading as we try and unpack what it means to do whatever 
we do to the glory of God (1 Corinthians 10:31, Colossians 3:23): 


Tobacco (July) 
Alcohol (Aug) 
Video Games (last month) 
Tattoos (this month) 
Cards (November) 
Dancing (December) 


vvvvvy 


fon or misinterpret the purpose of this series: 


Mars Hill deacon Andrew Pack 
loves Jesus and has a lot of tattoos 
— any questions? 








































First-time visitors at Mars Hill usually notice that a con- 
spicuous portion of our church body displays visible body 
art. In a day where tattoos are no longer unique to sailors 
and prison inmates, it’s increasingly common to see ink 
on people of all ages and demographic backgrounds. But 
what does the church, and more importantly, Scripture, 


say about tattoos? 





Traditionally, the conservative church has had mixed 
opinions regarding whether tattoos are right or wrong, or 
even biblical or unbiblical. Just as some churches believe 
in covering your head, abstaining from alcohol, and not 
cutting your hair, some are also against marking your 
body with tattoos. 

The law of the Old Testament instructs the Levites 
not to put tattoo marks on themselves (Leviticus 19:28). 
Interestingly, it also warns against wearing clothing 
woven of two kinds of material (Leviticus 19:19) and clip- 





ping off the edges of your beard (Leviticus 19: 27). Mars 
Hill Deacon Andrew Pack refers to the Old Testament 
verses whenever questioned or criticized about the 
“sleeve” tattoos covering both his arms. He explains, “I 
always bring [Leviticus] up when I’m talking to them to 
point out the absurdity of it. I rarely find anyone taking 
big issue with the poly-cotton blend.” 

In addition to its immediate context, as we read the 
entire Leviticus passage alongside the rest of Scripture 
and the promises of the New Testament, it is apparent 
that Christ is the new covenant and that the Levitical law 
is fulfilled by Him. 

Andrew Pack got his first tattoo for his 18th birthday 
and now tallies about eighteen pieces of artwork (and 
counting), covering about 20 percent of his body. He likes 
the fact that his visible tattoos elicit questions and dia- 
logue. Since some of the art is faith-inspired (his favorite 
being a picture of Jesus on his wrist), it’s a great way to 
share the Gospel. 

“I am not afraid to use tattoos or anything to get 
right to the Gospel with anyone I can talk to at anytime. 
It’s been a huge doorway over and over again. It’s kind 
of disarming and dismantles some of the stereotypes of 
what a Christian is and what Christian life is all about. Not 
that tattoos are the center of a Christian life, obviously, or 
necessary in Christian life. But God has used that about 
me to talk to others about the Gospel.” 

Tattoos also played a big role in Andrew’s growth 
in Christian community and his journey to Mars Hill. 
After being saved while reading a Bible, Andrew’s first 
Christian friends were in fact Christian tattooers, who 
ended up taking him to Mars Hill. 

He recalls, “God used a tattoo shop to bring me to 
Mars Hill, where I really learned about sin, repentance, 
and grace, and truly understood the cross. So it’s hard for 
me to be like, ‘Oh, I’m a Christian now, I’m cleaned up, I 
should look a certain way, and I should probably put a tie 
on and chill out,’ when in fact God’s used my tattoos to 
create conversations with all kinds of people.” 


PureGanius 


Through Andrew’s involvement and connection with 
the Seattle tattoo community, he has met many men and 
women who use their body art to glorify Jesus. He noted, 
“Three of the top tattoo parlors in the city are owned by 
Christians. Those guys are all top tattooers and they all go to 
our church. They are all awesome dudes and I love them.” 

One of those dudes is MH member Damon Conklin. 
Damon is owner of SuperGenius Tattoo in Capitol Hill 
and founder of the annual Seattle Tattoo Convention. 
Andrew says, “Damon Conklin loves Jesus and it just 
shines. If he’s in a tattoo magazine, in the paper, out 
traveling — really every time that he gets an opportunity 
— he lets people know that he’s a Christian. That Jesus 
has saved him from his sin, that without Jesus he’s noth- 
ing, and that the life he has now, as he always puts it, 
is ‘better than I deserve.’ And he uses that little phrase 
to pull people into a conversation about the Gospel and 
what Jesus has done for him.” 

After talking with Damon myself, it was clear that 
God has and continues to use tattoos to write his story 
of salvation and sanctification. In the beginning of his 
tattoo career, Damon was known in the industry for 
tattooing cartoon strippers. He admitted, “I’d go to 
conventions, and I'd claim to be a Christian, and I'd be 
out running around going to strip clubs. I’d be doing 
everything except for drinking and using drugs, and giv- 
ing God credit for removing those things from my life, but 
being ambiguous about the fact that nothing else in my 


life looked Christian. Then about the time I started going 
to Mars Hill, God just dropped the hammer on my heart 
and said, ‘You're going to stop drawing that stuff.” 

With that, Damon’s whole interest changed. And as 
an artist, he explains that when your interest changes, 
what you draw also changes. A lot of people in the indus- 
try took notice of that change. Not only did people wit- 
ness a transformation in his behavior, but they noticed 
a transformation in his artwork, including an elevated 
degree of quality. 

Damon recalled, “Suddenly everything went from 
being cartooney and ridiculous to being somewhat real- 
istic. There’s something huge that changes when you go 
from drawing or creating after your own lust, to creating 
what you feel God is inspiring you to do. It’s then that you 
realize He’s the ultimate Creator, and in knowing that, 
you're able to learn lessons more efficiently.” 

This rings true if you look at any of Damon’s portraits 
or landscape drawings. It is clear that he understands the 
nature of how things are made and the character of the 
Creator. Damon relies on the Bible to learn more about 
Christ’s personality and believes that “how He works on 
us is really helpful in deciphering His creation [in order] 
to recreate or glorify it.” 

Like Andrew, Damon also references Leviticus when 
admonished for his tattoos. He is very conscious of how 
easily something can become an idol though, and advises 
his friends and clients to search their heart and motives. 
He recalled, “I’ve seen people spend their rent money on 
tattoos, which is idolatry.” Damon admits that some of 
his own first tattoos were done in self-idolatry because 
he immediately wanted to get more so he could look like 
a tough guy. 

The redemption for Damon has been using his Jesus- 
related tattoos as an opportunity to tell people about 
God: who He is and what He has done for him. Damon 
has transformed his artwork as a tattoo artist to focus 
primarily on things that deal with Jesus or Scripture. “My 
artwork has become a lot less hedonistic and lot more 
appreciative of God’s common grace.” 

He also uses his influence in the tattoo industry to answer 
people’s questions, which in one instance led to a former 
strip club buddy telling Damon what God has done in 
Damon’s life had inspired him to make changes in his 
own life. 

Damon admitted that every once in a while he wonders 
to himself if he is following God’s will in his tattoo work. 
“Am I just misconstruing this, am I getting it all wrong? 
When that comes up, I just ask God, ‘If you don’t like 
what I’m doing, stop it. It’s yours. Just take it. You know 
how to sink a tattoo shop. Go for it.’ And He hasn’t yet.” 
So the shop remains — open and thriving. And once a 
week after closing time, it doubles as a Bible study, where 
Damon and a handful of other Christian brothers go 
straight through books of the Bible. Damon says, “We’ll 
keep meeting until either I die or get evicted.” 





Mars Hill’s Children’s Ministry Pastor, Dick McKinley, 


was prompted to get matching tattoos with his two sons 
after talking about legacy and ways to create it in his 
family. He wanted to do something together that passed 
on their beliefs and showed that they were linked to each 
other and to God. After much discussion and prayer, the 
three men went to the tattoo shop, supported by wife/ 
mother Tami McKinley. 

They decided on a design of their family name 
circled by a rope. A banner above it displays each of their 
names, and a banner below it unfurls with Ecclesiastes 


ai 
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4:12: “And though a man might prevail against one who 
is alone, two will withstand him — a threefold cord is not 
quickly broken.” 

The verse is a metaphor for the three men as they 
see themselves: three strands of rope strengthening one 
another in a variety of ways. They committed to have one 
another’s back, rebuke one another when in sin, and love 
one another unconditionally. 

Although no one has outwardly questioned the 
biblical rightness of his decision, Pastor Dick admits that 
they have gotten mixed responses about their joint tat- 
toos - some cheers in support, and some rolled eyes. He is 
confident in his decision and refers back to 1 Corinthians 
10 where it says all things are lawful, but not all things are 
helpful. He argues, “This is not a matter of law but rather 
a matter of the heart.” 

Pastor Dick believes that tattoos are neither good 
nor bad in themselves, but rather it is the heart of the 
person that determines if the “vice” is redeemed. He 
says, “If you are getting a tat to show off, draw attention 
to yourself or simply to get inked, then I would question if 
it is redeemed for that person. If however it is from a pure 
heart seeking the glory of God and that is being lived out 
in a person’s life, then yes, getting a tattoo is redeemed.” 

As Pastor Dick says, getting a tattoo is not sinful in it- 
self, rather it can be an example of the freedom we have in 
Christ. He cautions, however, using another example from 
1Corinthians, where the some people thought eating food 
offered to idols was sin and therefore should not eat it. In 
the same way, Pastor Dick advises, “If your conscience 
does not allow you to get a tattoo, then you shouldn't." 


‘A femalepespectiverd 


Andrew Pack’s new bride, Tanya, agrees with her 


husband’s view on tattoos. Growing up with a father 
partially covered in ink, in Tanya’s experience tattoos 
were quite common and simply another form of expres- 
sion. Although she doesn’t regret getting her first (and 
currently only) tattoo at the age of 18, she admits that 
not much thought was put into the decision, and she 
thinks that if she were to do it over again, she’d want the 
design and inspiration behind it too be more meaningful. 
However, Tanya does like the fact that her tattoo is a good 
reminder of her old life versus her new life in Jesus. 

When asked if they’re planning on getting any more 
tattoos, Andrew replies, “I don’t think I’m done.” The 
newlyweds are talking about getting tattoos together to 
represent the benchmark of their wedding. They do have 
one rule for their future children though, “No tattoos 
before age 18.” WJ 


Tera Miller is a member of MH and a regular writer for 
Vox Pop. She has a tattoo of her favorite flower, the 
daisy, which she got at age 18 to celebrate the transition 
to adulthood. 


By Andrew Myers imme 


“formerly | was a blasphemer, persecutor, and insolent 
opponent. But | received mercy because | had acted igno- 
rantly in unbelief, and the grace of our Lord overflowed for 
me with the faith and love that are in Christ Jesus.” 

-1 Timothy 1:13-14 


“I’ve been surprised how skeptical people are about things 
that have happened to me...I think that’s really dangerous 
[because] if you don't understand what you're fighting 
against, then really how are you going to fight against it?” 

Lori knew about Jesus before she became a witch. 
Growing up in the Bible Belt (Mississippi, to be exact), she 
was surrounded by a cultural Christianity that amounted 
to a moral code fulfilled by regular church attendance, 
fancy clothes, and fried chicken on Sundays. Her parents, 
however, carried religious baggage from the past and 
discouraged their daughter in anything Christian. Much to 
their dismay, Lori “got saved” at Vacation Bible School in 
Sth grade; her mom was certain that Lori had been forced 
to make a decision for Christ and therefore forbade her 
daughter to get baptized. 

This mentality seeped into Lori’s worldview, and she 
became the skeptical one, dismissing the church because 
“they probably just want my money.” Lori entered 6th grade 
as a self-described loner and eventually found acceptance 
with a fringe crowd that rallied around beer and weed. "| 
liked that people were afraid of them,” Lori remembers, 
“because it gave them some kind of power...| wanted to be 
that person. | wanted to be kind of scary.” 

None of her new friends went to church, but they were 
all very “spiritual,” and Lori was intrigued. She would cajole 
her mom into driving to the library, where she’d sneak off to 
read about Wicca (a brand of witchcraft recognized in the 
U.S. as an official religion). As a 10th grader, Lori met some 
people who actually participated in witchcraft. They’d make 
cryptic references to the weather or the moon, and Lori was 
desperately curious. “It’s cool and dark and scary.” 

Though referred to as “Old Religion,” the term Wicca 
wasn't coined until the mid-20th century. Its etymology can 
be traced to an Old English word meaning “knowledge” or 
“wisdom” (the word witch comes from the same root). Like 
Gnosticism, Wicca tantalizes with power through secret 
knowledge of the spiritual world. This neo-pagan movement 
promotes a love for nature, veneration of the “mother god- 
dess,” and a lax, self-gratifying moral code summarized in 
the bumper sticker-friendly Wiccan Rede: An’ it harm none, 
do what thou wilt. 

The sum total is a pretty tempting package for a mean- 
ing-thirsty culture that mistakes rebellion for independent 
thinking and blasphemy for enlightenment, a culture that 
wants to fit its worldview on a bumper sticker. Though it 


may appear to “harm none,” author Kenneth Boa points out 
that “there is great danger in all forms of witchcraft because 
sorcerers are involved with powers much stronger than 
they.” The Bible teaches that demonic forces are indeed 
quite real, and exhorts us to “test the spirits” because not 
all spirits and spiritualities are of God (1 John 4:1-2). 

Lori learned the hard way. She became a witch be- 
cause she believed that Wicca gave people “the opportu- 
nity to make their life better on their own terms. They can try 
and manipulate their reality or the way people see them by 
casting spells.” 

Plus, “it felt good to stick it to God,” she recalls. “l 
would say that | didn’t believe in God, but | did. And | knew 
that what | was doing made Him mad, and | liked that. | 
really wanted to make Him mad because | wanted what | 
wanted, and He was like, ‘No, you can’t have it.’ And | was 
like, “Well watch this.’” 

Lori not only wanted power over her peers, she also 
wanted power over her Creator. She is a rebel — like every 


single one of us who has ever walked this earth. Lori “IT FELT ” 
chose Satan’s way over Jesus’ way (there are no | na 
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other options) and God let her go through hell. = 6 | đ à 4 = 
Now a participating member of alocal coven | E ) 

(a group of witches that gathers to perform vari- T SF > 












ous ceremonies and rites), Lori began to rise in 
prominence within the circle. She became 
a leader of the group and held possession 
of the coven’s “Book of Shadows” and 
other trappings of Wiccan ritual. In her 






zeal, Lori became an outspoken advocate 
of Wicca. She'd tell others, “If you're not 
happy, | can make you happy -— listen to 
what I’m doing.” Her voice quavers as she 
remembers those days. “I'd have to count Ep 
on both hands all the people | took away = (MB U aif KI a 

from being Christian and told them A Young Woman's Dark Rebellion 

Lori recalls the unique hostility she felt towards 
Christianity: "I drove by churches and screamed expletives 
at Christians. My friends and | even watched as my then 
boyfriend urinated on the handles to the church doors. And 
we laughed. | wanted them all to know how wrong they 
were, how stupid it was to be a Christian, and how sissy 
and whiny they were on Sunday mornings in their sanctuar- 
ies singing to the walls because there was no god alive to 
hear them.” 

At the same time, Lori and her friends continued to 
develop their knowledge of “white magic,” which Wiccan 
beliefs distinguish from black magic. Lori believed she 
could actually accomplish good in the world and her life 
by practicing white magic. “The devil’s got you convinced 
that [white magic and black magic] are two entirely different 
things,” she admits. “We got in really over our heads.” 
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(Cont'd from previous page) 

From dabbling in “white” magic, Lori’s coven got 
deeper and deeper into witchcraft. While channeling spir- 
its, one girl encountered a demon that turned her hair from 
black to bright orange and altered the appearance of her 
face. Her friends thought they could get the spirit out of her, 
but as Lori says, “you can’t drive out Satan by Satan.” After 
three days, the spirit finally stopped bothering the girl, but 
her hair never changed back. 

“That was kind of scary — but that was pretty cool,” Lori 
and her friends thought. They tried more. One of her friends 
started using voodoo and black magic to channel a specific 
spirit by name. Sometimes, while he was possessed, he 
would call Lori on the phone and say, “I want you to go 
look outside.” She would see clouds over her house mov- 
ing in a circle as the demon manipulated the weather. For 
some time the spirit would enter and leave Lori's friend, but 
then one day it just stopped leaving. The boy left town and 
nobody heard from him again. 

Another friend would be visited by a spirit in the middle 
of the night. It would appear to him in physical form and she 
would teach him things about the spirit realm. She convinced 
him to start channeling another demon who took possession 
of the boy for three months. One day, the boy showed up 
to school with a shaved head. He walked differently, carried 
himself in a strange way. “Something about him was wrong,” 
Lori recalls. His friends tried to talk to him, but he met them 
with blank stares. Then one day he died. 

“Nobody [in town] really understood why. We knew,” 
says Lori. “But you can’t just go to his mom and be like, ‘Oh 
we totally understand why and it’s partly our fault.’ Even 
then it really didn’t sink in how real it was. Our minds were 
just so clouded and we thought, ‘We can fix this. We can 
get out of it.” We couldn't. We were so deceived.” 

As time went on, Satan fixed more attention on 
Lori herself. Demons attacked her in her dreams and she 
woke up with actual cuts and gashes on her arms and neck. 
"I'd have to wear big long sleeves in the summer,” she says. 
She couldn’t sleep. The lights in her bedroom would cut 
out for no reason. Her door would lock and she'd be stuck 
in her room. “I was freaking out,” she says. “I just lived in 
constant fear.” 

Despite the dangerous chaos of her life, however, 
Lori refused to give in to the only One who could save her 
from the sin and forces that had destroyed her friends. At 
one point, Lori actually stood outside and thrust her middle 
finger heavenward. 

But He is a good God, and just a few days after this 
act of defiance He began to exercise His sovereignty and 
grace in a way that Lori could not resist. 

She was hanging out in a local café one night and got 
into a conversation with a guy she'd never met before. After 
a time, it became obvious; “I bet you're a Christian, aren't 
you?” she asked him. He confirmed the accusation and 
Lori went in for the kill. “I just knew there was something 
about Christians that | hated,” she recalls. “So | just laid into 
him.” 

Once the two started talking, however, it became obvi- 
ous whose God held the upper hand. The young man began 


to tell Lori her own life story. He knew that she was into 
witchcraft, that she had “familiar spirits” and spirit guides 
(demons) — some of them he even referred to by name. This 
was stuff nobody knew about unless they were in the inner 
circle of the coven. “I was kind of freaked out,” Lori admits, 
“but | didn’t want him to know | was freaked out, because 
that means he won.” 

As it turns out, a friend of this guy, unknown to Lori, had 
dreamed about her and the specific demons that haunted 
her. This revelation left her speechless, and when the guy 
invited her to come to church with him, Lori mustered a 
simple “okay.” To her surprise, the church actually met in 
the very same café, so she made plans to come back on 
Sunday. 

When she arrived for the service, she lingered outside 
the door for five minutes before entering the building. What 
she found inside looked completely different than the Bible 
Belt culture she associated with church. “These people 
were so different,” says Lori. “They didn’t care that | was 
dressed all in black and had blue hair. | mean, / thought 
| looked scary, but | wasn’t scary to them, and they didn’t 
care. They just thought it was cool that | was there. [...] It 
felt like I'd known them my whole life. But it wasn’t them, | 
realize now, that | felt that way towards. It was the Christ in 
them.” 

She kept attending Sunday service and wouldn’t 
miss the Tuesday night gathering either — though she 
encountered a dilemma when her best friend came home 
for a week on vacation from college. The two of them had 
both hated Christians, and enjoyed persecuting believers 
together. 

Lori was certain that “if I tell her that I’m going to 
church, she’s gonna hit me in the face, and she’s not gonna 
be my friend anymore. But God just opened my mouth and | 
was like, ‘Hey, you wanna go to church with me?’ And she’s 
like, ‘Okay.’ That was easy.” 

On the night Lori attended with her friend, the small 
church gathering of about thirty people spent extended 
time in prayer. One of the worship leaders went around 
the room, praying for each person in attendance. When 
she reached Lori and her friend, the woman looked to the 
pastor as if to ask, “Should | pray for them?” Unbeknownst 
to Lori, the congregation knew that she was a witch. The 
woman turned to the two young women and asked, “Can | 
pray for you?” Lori nodded her head yes. 

As the woman began to pray, “I just hit the table and 
could not move,” Lori remembers. She felt as though her 
body was filled with fire — running through her veins and out 
her fingertips. Whatever the woman prayed, Lori didn’t hear 
any of the words until: “Lori. Do you really believe Jesus is 
who He said He is?" 

In a feeble, spent voice, Lori replied, “Yeah, | do.” 

“As soon as | said that my whole body lurched. | 
felt like | was gonna throw up.” She started yelling, “but 
it wasn't me, it was my spirit crying out just from all the 
oppression and all the crap. | felt this physical release that 
| can’t even explain. | didn’t realize I'd been carrying like ten 
tons of crap on my shoulders — my problems, everybody 
else’s problems, and sin, and shame, and baggage, and it 


SEE ‘Dark Rebellion’ = PAGE 18 


“My son Abraham, who speaks from the wisdom of 
experience and Scripture, has written the article 
that follows. I read it with tears and laughter... 
There is no greater joy than to see your children 
walking in the truth—and expressing it so well.” 


~ JOHN PIPER, AUTHOR AND PA SFOR 
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W. I was 19, | decided I'd be honest and stop saying | was a 


Christian. At first | pretended that my reasoning was high-minded and philo- 
sophical. But really | just wanted to drink gallons of cheap sangria and sleep 
around. Four years of this and | was strung out, stupefied and generally pretty 
low. Especially when | was sober or alone. 

My parents, who are strong believers and who raised their kids as well as 
any parents I’ve ever seen, were brokenhearted and baffled. I'm sure they were 
wondering why the child they tried to raise right was such a ridiculous screw-up 
now. But God was in control. 

One Tuesday morning, around 8 o’clock, | went to the library to check my 
e-mail. | had a message from a girl I'd met a few weeks before, and it mentioned 
a verse in Romans. | went down to the Circle K and bought a 40-ounce can of 
Miller High Life for $1.29. Then I went back to where | was staying, rolled a few 
cigarettes, cracked open my drink, and started reading Romans. | wanted to 
read the verse from the e-mail, but | couldn't remember what it was, so | started 
at the beginning of the book. By the time | got to chapter 10, the beer was 
gone, the ashtray needed emptying, and | was a Christian. 

The best way | know to describe what happened to me that morning is that 
it became possible for me to love Jesus. When God makes this possible and at 
the same time gives you a glimpse of the true wonder of Jesus, it is impossible 
to resist His call. 

Looking back on my years of rejecting Christ, | offer these suggestions to 
help you reach out to your wayward child so that they, too, would wake up to 
Christ’s amazing power to save even the worst of us. 


1. Point them to Christ. 


Your rebellious child’s real problem is not drugs or sex or cigarettes or porn or 
laziness or crime or cussing or slovenliness or homosexuality or being in a punk 
band. The real problem is that your child doesn’t see Jesus clearly. The best thing 
you can do for rebellious children—and the only reason to follow any of these 
suggestions—is to show them Christ. It won't be simple or immediate, but the sins 
in their life that distress you and destroy them will begin to disappear only when 
they see Jesus more as he actually is. 


2. Pray. 
Only God can save your children, so keep on asking him to display himself to 
them in a way they can’t resist worshiping him for. 


3. Acknowledge that something is wrong. 

When your daughter rejects Jesus, don’t pretend that everything is fine. If you 
know she’s not a believer and you're not reaching out to her, then start. And 
never stop. Don’t ignore her unbelief. Ignoring it might make holidays easier, 
but not eternity. 


4. Don’t expect them to be Christlike. 


If your son is not a Christian, he won't act like one, and It’s hypocrisy if he does. 
If he has forsaken your faith, he has little motivation to live by your standards, 
and you have little reason to expect him to. 

If he’s struggling to believe in Jesus, there is little significance in his admit- 
ting that it’s wrong to get wasted, for instance. You want to protect him, yes, 
but his most dangerous problem is unbelief—not partying. No matter how your 
child's behavior proves his unbelief, always be sure to focus more on his heart’s 
sickness than its symptoms. 

Cont'd = NEXT PAGE 
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=) ‘Let Them Come Home’ (from pg. 17) 


“Looking back on my years of 
rejecting Christ, | offer these 
suggestions to help you reach 
out to your wayward child...” 


5. Welcome them home. 

Because your deepest concern is your son’s heart, not his 
actions, don’t create too many requirements for coming 
home. If he has any inkling to be with you, don’t make it hard 
for him. God may use your love to call him back to Christ. 
Obviously there are instances when parents must give ulti- 
matums: "Don't come to this house, if you are ...” But these 
will be rare. Don't lessen the likelihood of an opportunity to 
be with your child by pushing him away with rules. 

If your daughter stinks like weed or an ashtray, spray 
her jacket with Febreeze and change the sheets when 
she leaves, but let her come home. If you find out she’s 
pregnant, then buy her folic acid, take her to her 20-week 
ultrasound, protect her from Planned Parenthood, and by all 
means let her come home. If your son is broke because he 
spent all the money you lent him on loose women and ritzy 
liquor, then forgive his debt as you've been forgiven—and 
let him come home. If he hasn’t been around for a week 
and a half because he’s been staying at his girlfriend’s—or 
boytriend’s—apartment, urge him not to go back, and let him 
come home. 


6. Plead with them more than you 
rebuke them. 
Be gentle in your disappointment. 

What concerns you most is that your child is destroy- 
ing herself, not that she’s breaking rules. Treat her in a way 
that makes this clear. She probably knows—especially if she 
was raised as a Christian—that what she’s doing is wrong. 
And she definitely knows you think it is, so she doesn’t 
need this pointed out. She needs to see how you are going 
to react to her evil. Your gentle forbearance and sorrowful 
hope will show her that you really do trust Jesus. 

Her conscience can condemn her by itself. Your role is 
to stand kindly and firmly, always living in the hope that you 
want your child to return to. 


7. Connect them to other believers. 
Obviously, you are distant from your wayward child; oth- 
erwise you wouldn't think they're wayward. This is another 
reason why pleading is better than rebuking—your relation- 
ship with your rebellious child is tenuous and should be 
protected if at all possible. 

But rebuke is still necessary. A lot of rebellious kids 
would do well to hear that they’re being fools, but you're 
probably not the one to tell them. Try to keep other 
Christians in their lives and trust God to connect your son 
or daughter with a believer who can point out your kid’s folly 
without getting the door slammed on them. 


8. Respect their friends. 


Of course your daughter's relationships are founded on 
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sin. And, yes, her friends are bad for her. But she’s bad for 
them, too. And nothing will be solved by making it evident 
that you don't like who she’s hanging around with. 

Be hospitable. Her friends are someone else’s way- 
ward children, and they need Jesus, too. 


9. E-mail them. 

When you read something in the Bible that encourages 
you and helps you love Jesus more, write it up in a couple lines 
and send it to your child. The best exhortation—better than any 
correction—is for them to see Christ’s joy in your life. 

Don’t stress out when you're composing these as if 
each one needs to be singularly powerful. Just whip them 
out, one after another, and let the cumulative effect of your 
satisfaction in God gather up in your child’s inbox. God's 
Word is never useless. 


10. Take them to lunch. 


If possible, don’t let your only interaction with your 
child be electronic. Get together with him face to face if 
you can. You may think this is stressful and uncomfortable, 
but trust me that it's far worse to be in the child’s shoes—he 
is experiencing all the same discomfort, but compounded 
by guilt. So if he is willing to get together with you for lunch, 
praise God, and use the opportunity. 

It may almost feel hypocritical to talk about his daily 
life, since what you really care about is his eternal life, but 
be sure to do it anyway. He needs to know you care about 
all of him. Then, before lunch is over, ask about his soul. 
You don't know how he'll respond. Will he roll his eyes like 
you're a moron? Will he get mad and leave? Or has God 
been working in him since you talked last? You don’t know 
until you risk asking. God will give you the gumption. 


11. Take an interest in their pursuits. 

Odds are that if your daughter is purposefully rejecting 
Christ, then the way she spends her time will disappoint you. 
Nevertheless, find the value in her interests, if possible, and 
encourage her. You went to her school plays and soccer 
games when she was 10; what can you do now that she’s 20 
to show that you still really care about her interests? 

Jesus spent time with tax collectors and prostitutes, 
and He wasn't even related to them. Imitate Christ by being 
the kind of parent who will put some earplugs in your pocket 
and head downtown to that dank little nightclub where your 
daughter's CD release show is. Encourage her and never 
stop praying that she will begin to use her gifts for Jesus’ 
glory instead of her own. 


12. Point them to Christ. 


This can’t be stressed enough. It’s the whole point. No strat- 
egy for reaching your son or daughter will have any lasting 
effect if the underlying goal isn’t to help them know Jesus. 

The goal is not that they will be good kids again. It’s 
not that they’ll get their hair cut and start taking showers; 
it's not that they'll like classical music instead of deathcore; 
it's not that they'll vote conservative again by the next elec- 
tion. The goal is not for you to stop being embarrassed at 
your weekly Bible study or even for you to be able to sleep 
at night, knowing they're not going to hell. 


The only ultimate reason to pray for them, welcome 
them, plead with them, e-mail them, eat with them, or take 
an interest in their interests is so that their eyes will be 
opened to Jesus Christ. 

And not only is He the only point, but he’s the only 
hope. When they see the wonder of Jesus, satisfaction will 
be redefined. He Himself will replace the money, or the 
praise of man, or the high, or the orgasm that they are stak- 
ing their eternities on right now. Only his grace can draw 
them from their perilous pursuits and bind them safely to 


Him—captive, but satisfied. 
God will do this for many. Be faithful and don’t give up. 1% 


Abraham Piper is Web Content Editor at www.desiring- 
god.org, where the original version of this article first 
appeared earlier this year. This article is reprinted in Vox 
Pop with permission. 








=> ‘Dark Rebellion’ (from pg. 16) 


“It was my spirit crying out 
just from all the oppression 
and all the crap.” 


just came off me at that very instant.” 

Still lying on the table, Lori turned to her friend, 
who had just gone through the same experience. Now 
that they were Christians, both considered their future 
and the friends and family they'd have to face — all of 
whom shared a resolute if not violent opposition to Jesus. 
Regardless of the outcome, however, “we knew that 
there was no going back, that this was the real deal.” 

Lori got baptized. She burned the Book of Shadows 
and all other vestiges of her life as a witch. Friends at 
school lashed out at her, disgusted by the change in their 
former ringleader. “It was hard. Those first few months 
were really hard,” Lori remembers. Her church provided 
encouragement and instruction during the season of 
intense persecution, but the pain of losing her friends 
caused much loneliness. 

Eventually, God called her to the community at Mars 
Hill Church (where she is now a member), and to life 
in a city that celebrates the very spiritualities that nearly 
destroyed her. Her old friends continue life in the open 
jaws of Satan, and at times Lori wrestles with the guilt 
of leading them there. She turns to verses like 1 John 
1:9 for comfort: “if we confess our sins, he is faithful 
and just to forgive us our sins and to cleanse us from all 
unrighteousness.” 

She still keeps in touch with her friend that Jesus 
also saved on that night in Mississippi. They discuss other 
difficulties. “We still struggle with some of these things 
because the things that attract you to a lifestyle like that 
— the power of being your own god and everything — are 
hard to put down...The more | press into God, the easier 
it gets. But even then sometimes it's hard.” 1% 


Andrew Myers is a deacon of Mars Hill Church and 
content editor for Vox Pop. 
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(RA nember the Luke 15 verse about a celebration in 
heaven for every lost sheep brought home? The first time | 
studied that verse | distinctly remember wondering what that 
party would look like. 

| caught a glimpse at the September 14 Alki baptisms. 

Over a thousand of us gathered to celebrate 200 of our 
brothers and sisters as they took the holy plunge in the Puget 
Sound. Brothers of the Empty Tomb brought the music and 
Pastor Mark followed with a message that left Curious on- 
lookers with little doubt about why we were there. 

For those of you who have never attended one of the 
big MH baptisms, allow me to paint the picture. All of the 
pastors line up in the water, some in wetsuits, others trying 
bravely not to let their shivering show. The crowd gathers 
around, bobbing and weaving to get a good view. Honestly, 
if you didn’t know what we were all jostling to get a glimpse 
of, you might think that Justin Timberlake was in there doing 
the backstroke. 
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Once the pastors are in place the baptizees make their 
move. One after another they stream in, confirm their love of 
Christ, and demonstrate it by bending backwards into chilly 
water. And in an amazingly efficient 20 minutes, everyone Is 
dunked. It is joyous madness, to say the least. 

As | stood there watching, | wondered about each 
person’s story. Some were grinning ear to ear, others cry- 
ing quiet tears of joy. Hoots and hollers from friends and 
family accompanied many of them under the water. How 
many of these people were newly found sheep? How many 
had recently decided to stop sitting on the fence and really 
dedicate their lives? And if we were managing to make this 
much noise about it, what did it sound like in heaven? 

Few events demonstrate more perfectly Mars Hill's 
commitment to community and spreading the gospel. On the 
beach where the city was founded, loudly for all to hear, we 
demonstrated as a family that for us, Jesus is it. And that calls 
for quite a celebration. 


Brian Casey 


So [Jesus] told them this parable: “What man of you, having 
a hundred sheep, if he has lost one of them, does not leave 
the ninety-nine in the open country, and go after the one that 
is lost, until he finds it? And when he has found it, he lays it 
on his shoulders, rejoicing. And when he comes home, he 
calls together his friends and his neighbors, saying to them, 
‘Rejoice with me, for | have found my sheep that was lost.’ 
Just so, | tell you, there will be more joy in heaven over one 
sinner who repents than over ninety-nine righteous persons 
who need no repentance. —Luke 15: 3-7 w 


Shannon Mead lives with her husband and overweight cat 
in Ballard and is a member of Mars Hill. 
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=) ‘Israel 2007’ (from pg. 22) 


No fairies or angelic voices 
from on high — turns out the 
‘Holy Land’ is pretty normal. 


places I’ve sat. Again, there was no gripping, instrumental 
score swelling in my ears, no sweeping panoramic swoop 
like something out of a Peter Jackson movie. In fact, blessed 
to live in a great area like the Pacific Northwest and also to 
have visited Greece, Hawaii, Nepal, and other places around 
the globe, | didn’t find much of anything that felt particularly 
“new” or “special”, but instead familiar. | was reminded of a 
great quote by the sage hero of the 80s, Buckaroo Bonzai: 
“Remember: wherever you go... there you are.” 

Tolkien is known for describing Christianity as the 
world’s only “true myth.” While | don’t think this explanatory 
device is wholly unacceptable, it was interesting to have the 
“Holy Land” demystified a bit. | have to wonder if others, like 
| have in the past, build up Bible stories in a fantasy world 
in our minds, grandiose and cinematic and more akin to 
Middle Earth or Narnia than the stark reality in which God’s 
Providence — and Incarnation — have truly pervaded through- 
out all of human history. The danger is that this can segregate 
our reflection on God's providence, dividing biblical history 
since Creation through the first century from with the reality 
of His Presence throughout subsequent history...and the 
daily life we live. 

When I was a kid, my Dad would joke as we watched 
old television shows that the world itself was black and white 
until they invented color in the 50s. It’s this kind of divide 
in our understanding of Bible stories and our lives today 
that concerns me. The world of Abraham and Moses and 
Nehemiah was no more or less mythical than the world we 
live in today. Standing amidst average rocks and old olive 
tree trunks in the Garden of Gethsemane that have been 
there for thousands of years, it made my faith deeper to real- 
ize Jesus was holy, in a very “ordinary” land. The backdrop of 
the Bible is not a miraculous realm in contrast to the relatively 
mundane world of my life. Jesus is miraculous throughout all 
seasons, revealing Himself in a world that — past, present, 
and future — would otherwise most certainly be mundane. 

My tears at Gethsemane had nothing to do with the 
holiness of the location, but everything to do with the sac- 
rifice of the one true God who prevails over the universe 
entirely. It’s a joy to know | can weep and celebrate in 
both the garden where he once sweated blood and back 
home in Seattle at Mars Hill Church, where His glorious 
presence is no more or less real. That meditation alone 
made the trip worth every penny. J 


Pastor James Harleman is Campus Pastor of Mars Hill 
Church’s Wedgwood Campus. 
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=! ‘Frankenstein’ (from pg. 23) 


The book is sooo much better 
than the movie/TV show/play/ 
musical/comicbook. 


in this? Am I to be thought the only criminal when all human 
kind sinned against me?” 

He laments, "I remembered Adam's supplication to his 
Creator. But where was mine? He had abandoned me; and 
in the bitterness of my heart, | cursed him.” 

In the end, the Monster swears “inextinguishable hatred” 
towards Victor and all he holds dear. Thus begins an evil-for- 
evil rampage, and the murderous result is a lamentable and 
yet comprehensible horror. The reader is left to ponder: Who 
created the first monster, Victor or his parents? And who is 
the real monster, Victor or the Creature? 

Questions aside, Mary Shelley is the ultimate creator 
— able, 189 years later, to resurrect life through her cast to 
another generation of delighted readers. In Frankenstein 
you experience immortal joys, sorrows, and yes, horrors of 
twisted mankind. 

For my birthday, | asked my husband for a first edition 
1818 copy. Lucky for him, Abebooks.com had one. The price 
tag: A frightening $259,637.33. Husband declined. So much 
for an overindulging spouse. \'; 


The appeal of a good story and its ability to move us is based 
not in its facts, but in its truth. Written by Mars Hill members, 


Vox Pop’s Epilogue is a monthly introduction to good stories 
read well. 
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Prayer. Fellowship. Laughter. 
Discussion. Tears. Growth. 
Life Together. 


Mars Hill Community Groups are created 
to be a comfortable place for connection, 
and an uncomfortable place for 
complacency. Life is messy, and we're in 
it together - working our way through sin, 
suffering, and sanctification - on our way 
towards Jesus. 


More than a hundred Community 
Groups meet throughout the Seattle 
area. For a complete list, go to the Life 
On Mars website, email community@ 
marshillchurch.org, or stop by the 
Community Groups kiosk at your 

Mars Hill Campus. 


voxpopnetwork.com/lifeonmars 














DUSTIN N 
(All stats as of September 12, 2007) * NICKERSON WN 


My-oh-my Seattle Mariners, thank you so much! 

Thank you for doing exactly what you’re supposed to 
— just this one, moderately challenging task | ask every year. 
Despite the struggles of previous seasons, you were up for 
the task here in ‘07, and I'm so very grateful for it. 

Thank you M's, for simply and successfully holding me 
over until football season. 

It was fun to watch you in the thick of a pennant race, 
but once the collegiates and pros returned to their respec- 
tive gridirons, you behaved with much courtesy and stopped 
winning games entirely, thus allowing me to focus solely on 
football — a much more challenging task when you actually 
make a run at the playoffs. 

Now the primitive pessimist in this situation would focus 
on the negative, and | suppose | could do so too. | could dwell 
on the dreadful state of the team, and the bloodcurdling facts 
and stats, such as: 


e Playing with meaning in August for the first time since 
2003, you managed to lose your last seven games of the 
month. So far for the month of September, the ship has not 
righted, as you're 2-7 

e At the start of this free fall, you had a two-game lead in 
the AL Wild Card race and were within one game of the AL 
West division lead, but now stand 6.5 and 9.5 games back 
in the respective “races.” 

e Over the last ten games, you have the absolute worst 
record in all of baseball — inching out the title over the likes 
of Kansas City and Baltimore 

e In a crucial Wild Card game against the Yankees on 
September 6, you managed give up two homers — in one 
inning! — to the Alex Rodriguez, NY Darth Vader himself (who 
was a good guy with the potential to be a hometown/Jedi 
great, but turned evil, wildly arrogant, childish, and into a bad 
actor...the Star Wars metaphor works, trust me) 


But despite it all, | refuse to see the glass half empty, be- 
cause despite it all | just don’t care. | don’t care because 
every 12-yard scramble from UW Quarterback Jake Locker 
makes me forget there’s even a baseball team in Seattle. As 
does every Shaun Alexander touchdown and every Julian 
Peterson sack. And that’s just local football! Appalachian 
State over Michigan — are you kidding me!? 

So thank you M’s, again, for making it so easy to say 
goodbye baseball. 1" 


Dustin Nickerson is a deacon of Mars Hill Church. His column 
appears monthly in Vox Pop. 





So here we are, summer officially behind 

us yet again and the movie studios are 

looking back at their summer movie season 

wondering what went right and what went 

wrong. The last few years weren't all that kind to 

the Hollywood film industry, with falling box office grosses 

and ballooning production costs; there’s been rumblings over 

whether or not the whole going-to-the-movies experience was 

going to be left in the past as DVD sales climbed, along with 
home theater systems and the promise of HDTV. 

However, the industry may have gotten its reprieve in the 
form of a record $4 billion haul over the summer of 2007. Bear 
in mind that this includes foreign box office receipts, which are 
becoming more and more vital to the studios’ bottom lines and 
that overall individual ticket sales are down in the US, meaning 
the increasing cost of movie tickets is directly contributing to the 
rising industry gross. With that in consideration, was this summer 
really a victory for Hollywood? And moreover, is financial suc- 
cess an indication that the movie industry is producing films that 
the public finds engaging and interesting? 

Much discussion and print space has been dedicated to 
the sheer number of sequels released this summer. The list is 
vast: Spider-Man 3, Pirates of the Caribbean: At World's End, 
The Bourne Ultimatum, Shrek the Third, Live Free or Die Hard, 
and the fifth Harry Potter movie, to name the big ones. It seemed 
like if a movie this summer wasn't a sequel, then it was definitely 
the beginning of a franchise (see Transformers and its sequel- 
grubbing ending). 

Most of the movies this summer were popular enough to 
be considered business successes, but there were notable flops 
(Evan Almighty) and some budgets were large enough to raise 
the question of whether or not the domestic box office intake 
was enough. Enter Evan Almighty with the largest budget for 
any comedy ever made ($175 million), according to The Wall 
Street Journal. With an opening weekend of $31.2 million and an 
overall total not breaking the $100 million mark, it was enough to 
break even (Pirates and Spider-Man). 

Looking at the source material for these movies, it’s hard 
to credit the moviemakers with a ton of originality or creativity. 
Michael Bay himself initially dismissed making Transformers, call- 
ing it a “stupid toy movie.” Pirates is based on a Disney theme 
park ride. Die Hard is a nineteen-year-old series, and the Spider- 
Man movies are based on the Marvel Comics world. 

The notion has been thrown around for quite some time 
now that Hollywood is running out of ideas. Dredging the low- 
est common denominators of popular culture and rehashing old 
themes and material from various sources and epochs seems 
to be the normative manner of movie making today. Remakes 
and homages seem to comprise another large sector of movies 
released. 

Not that this is an altogether bad thing. Repackaging and 
re-imagining previous incarnations of stories that were told be- 
fore can be highly entertaining and arguably creative. Go back to 
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a movie released 
right before the 






summer movie 
rush, Grindhouse, a 





critically acclaimed 










box office flop. A collab- 
oration between Quentin | 
Tarantino and Robert = 
Rodriguez, Grindhouse ===” 
was a pet project of two 
major icons of the modern independent movie- 
making scene. Dreamed up as a tribute to their favorite 

trashy and sleazy B-movies, Grindhouse effectively draws from 
its dated source material to create something fresh for a new 
audience who was craving something other than safe and pre- 
dictable mainstream films. 

Watching and criticizing other movies this summer usually 
boiled down to the “I-hope-they-don’t-screw-this-up” factor. If 
you're sitting and watching a movie and feel like you could 
have made a better movie than the director did given the same 
plethora of resources that they were presented with, | don’t con- 
sider that to be good sign, much less a resounding success. The 
Bourne Ultimatum was not a fantastic movie but compared to its 
contemporaries it sure seemed a far sight better than most. For 
many people and many critics, Spider-Man 3 was the weakest 
of the Spider-Man trilogy yet we all felt compelled to go see how 
the story arc would conclude. This was reflected in the business 
numbers, manifested as a “front-loaded” box office total receipt. 
The same could be said for Pirates 3. 

How much longer can Hollywood continue dragging on 
various series, sequels and franchises of former glory? The an- 
swer really lies in the money. As long as the increasingly bloated 
productions pumped out by the movie industry at least break 
even, the executives will consider them a tolerable success. 

How much longer will the consuming populace support 
these works? Until they grow weary of the characters or stories. 
As much as tt is said that Hollywood is running out of ideas, that 
cannot be in fact true until people cease watching or supporting 
these rehashed and over-hyped movies altogether. 

The fear for the future of movies is that the apparent suc- 
cess of sequels and franchises will only encourage Hollywood 
to take even fewer risks and bank on predictable plotlines and 
rates of return from their carefully crafted, branded and marketed 
product lines. 

As much fun as a blockbuster popcorn movie can be, if 
you at all value and support film as an art form, then support 
engaging and interesting original creations, not just the ones with 
the biggest production and promotions budgets. 1% 


Guest columnist Elliot Strong is a member of Mars Hill Church. 


Pastor James Harleman took a break from Holy Hollywood to 
travel to Israel. 
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By Pastor James Harleman ii 


Stumbling under the weight of a heavy cross, Jesus falls in 
slow motion, John Debney’s score swelling with emotion. 
The cross hits the stony ground with accentuated bass, the 
crowd noise muted for surreal effect. The moment, in Mel 
Gibson’s Passion of the Christ seems mythical, sweeping, 
and cinematically overwhelming...and also completely sepa- 
rate from reality. 

How do you paint Bible stories in your mind? What 
shape does the landscape take as you mentally visualize 
David facing Goliath, Ruth leaving Moab, or Jesus on the 
Road to Emmaus? On September 3rd, thirty Mars Hill 
members headed to Israel with Pastor Steve Tompkins and 
myself, visiting the place where God led His chosen people 
thousands of years ago, setting the stage for the historical 
location where God became man and dwelt among us, 
breathing and walking and eating...and ultimately dying and 
resurrecting in a glorious fulfillment of God’s covenant prom- 
ises for His people and the whole world. The place adds an 
astounding level of color and dimension to the reading of 
Scripture, a tactile and visual reference for the verses that 
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> Want to go to Israel? 
Mars Hill Church is organizing another trip to Greece and 
Israel. Pastor Mark Driscoll will accompany travelers and 
preach along the way at various sites of biblical significance. 
The trip isn't until 2009, but registration is now open and 
space is limited. For more information, go to page 3. 


sometimes seem like legends or fables. 

Set apart as Sabbath, refreshment, and spiritual rejuve- 
nation, it was a truly wonderful experience and a phenomenal 
moment in my life of faith. However, it was amazing how little 
the “Holy Land” felt “Holy” to me in any traditional sense. 

On one hand, the land itself was truly mind-blowing. 
Road-tripping from the Dead Sea — the “lowest point on 
earth” above water at 1,378 feet below sea level — to the 
Golan Heights, it was educational and revealing about why 
God chose this land for such a pivotal part of His story. 
Israel’s topography makes it an amazing microcosm for the 
greater world around it, with numerous agricultural abilities 
when stewarded wisely. Moving from various elevations we 
passed banana trees, fig trees, cotton fields...even fields for 
tulips, which ship their yield to the tulip kingdom of Holland 
at Christmas (when their local climate isn't conducive). We 
even passed a sign for Little Switzerland, an area where the 
groves of trees resemble its larger namesake thousands of 
miles away. 

Mount Carmel, where God showed up with fire and 
exposed the false and impotent worship of Baal, is green all 
year round. The “land of milk and honey” is an apt name, and 
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the reclamation of the land in the last century has led to an 
astounding rejuvenation. Our guide — neither Christian nor 
devout Jew — would attribute much of the hard work to the 
people of Israel and outside help, but emphatically agreed 
that God's providential hand was evident. The most miracu- 
lous part of the trip was seeing that He is truly not done with 
this land or its people, a striking mixture of Jewish, Muslim, 
Christian, and more. 

What struck me more than the miraculous, however, 
was how normal it all seemed. When we went out on the Sea 
of Galilee on Sunday morning, the sun was shining beauti- 
fully, but the heavens did not part; choral music did not erupt 
from the clouds, no unseen orchestra to put the London 
Symphony to shame. The moment didn't lapse into slow mo- 
tion; | sat and listened to the sound of breaking water, a light 
whistle in the wind, and the soft motor of the boat. 

When we sat at Capernaum, next to the very founda- 
tion of the first-century synagogue where Jesus spoke the 
astonishing sermon found in John chapter six, | sat under 
the shade of a tree and watched a stray cat wander through 
the ruins. | looked down at the dirt on my feet, the rock | 
was sitting on. It didn’t look much different than a hundred 


SEE ‘Israel 2007’ 5 PAGE 20 





GOOD BOOKS READ WELL 


collector. I find them virtually everywhere picking 
them up and pocketing them for future reference. 
look them up in one of many reliable guidebooks, 
such as my compact edition of the Oxtord English 
Dictionary, using a magnifying glass to ferret out | 
I like words. oh = them NG enough io be an ayid 
ae t virtually eve ere, pickin 
Le pockiling them for future reference 1 





ook them up in one of many reliable guidebooks, 


FRANKENSTEIN 


Thanks to the movies, Frankenstein is now a full- 
fledged icon of pop culture. I suppose we should be 
grateful for the sheer power of Hollywood’s image- 
making in giving classic novels lke Frankenstein 
as great or greater cadence than their authors. But 
distortions along the way often lead to a grossly over- 
simplified and unrecognizable story when compared 
to the original. 

Therefore, we must begin by cleaning the slate. 
Conjure up every mental image that comes to mind 
when you hear “Frankenstein.” Hold captive every 
Hollywood movie, every Herman Munster green 
bolted image on your mental Etch-A-Sketch, and 
shake vigorously. Repeat. 

Having removed our preconceived nonsense, we 
are free to discuss the original beauty, horror, and 
brilliance of Mary Shelley’s science fiction master- 
piece. 

The novel begins as a written correspondence 
between a sea captain and his sister. Caught in 
an icy storm in northern explorations, he pens 
the events of rescuing a perishing man from an 
iceberg. Thus enters the frost-bitten character of 
Victor Frankenstein, the brilliant European scien- 
tist and chemist. (Important Pop Culture Correction: 
Victor Frankenstein is Frankenstein. The Monster 
is simply the Monster. Pop culture has juxtaposed 
the name. In actuality, Mary Shelley does not give 
the monster the dignity of a real name and he is 
alternately referred to as the “Monster,” the “Fiend,” 
or the “Daemon.”) 

A little background about the author and the 
time period in which God gave her life: Mary Shelley 
was born in 1797. The mother of Frankenstein 
descended from the British artistic and intellectual 
elite with a rich literary heritage. Her father encour- 
aged her youthful efforts as a writer, and her mother 
died shortly after Mary’s birth. A peculiar sort of 
Gothicism was part of Mary’s earliest existence, as 
she learned to spell her name by tracing her mother’s 
inscription on her tombstone in London. 

Mary Shelley wrote Frankenstein when she was 
eighteen. The novel is a profound commentary on the 
political, social, economic, and religious background 
of her time; it is impressive that a woman so young 
managed to articulate these ideas so well. Shelley 
is also remarkable for her ability to incorporate the 
pop culture of her day: Wonder and astonishment of 
the “new” science of electricity and experimentation 


with resuscitating the dead. Shelley well understood 
that, alive or dead, whole or in pieces, human bod- 
ies arouse strong emotion — and thus account for 
Frankenstein’s enduring hold on us. 

There are endless ways to read this book, but 
Shelley’s impressions about parenting and our pro- 
clivity toward idolizing our children are obvious as 
Victor Frankenstein recalls his childhood to the sea 
captain. “I was their plaything and their idol ... I was 
their only care.” 

In Victor’s relationship with his parents, Shelley 
weaves an underlying message of idolizing and over- 
indulging our children. There is nothing new under 
the sun, even in parenting. The boy Victor wants for 
nothing and is completely indulged and allowed to 
do as he pleases. As a child, Victor was not just the 
apple of his parents’ eye, he was the center of their 
world. Shelley illuminates an issue too few parents 
bother with today. It is rare to find children who 
are not given the best clothes or toys within their 
parents’ monetary realms, and likewise sent to the 
best daycare centers, pre-schools, schools and col- 
leges. Parenting is often based on a financial ability 
to give the “best,” and less on a trusting reliance on 
Jesus alone. Like Victor, many children grow into 
self-centered, self-serving adults. 

Victor’s doting childhood manifests into a nar- 
cissistic personality. A natural gifting toward science 
evolves into a grandiose, gruesome, godlike obses- 
sion to create life. He lives in isolation, frequenting 
dissecting rooms, slaughterhouses, morgues, and 
graveyards in order to collect anatomy for his obses- 
sive experimentation. The Monster that Victor cre- 
ates in secrecy and isolation speaks volumes about 
our human nature and the evil monsters created 
when we choose to isolate ourselves with our rotting 
obsessions. 

Shelley is silent on just how Victor Frankenstein 
breathes life into his creation, only saying that suc- 
cess crowned “days and nights of incredible labor 
and fatigue” — Frankenstein offers no monster-mak- 
ing recipes. Victor’s ghastly creation has a shriveled 
complexion, yellow skin, dun white sockets, and 
straight black lips. 

Hollywood’s attempts at capturing the physical 
Monster may be commendable, but the depiction of 
him as a crude, lobotomized character is distorted 
beyond recognition when compared to Shelley’s 
sensitive, articulate creature. This is the most lam- 
entable departure from the source material. 


Terrified and without conscience, Victor im- 
mediately abandons his creation. Though horrific in 
appearance, the Monster proves to be a humble and 
innocent creature, reminiscent of John Merrick (the 
Elephant Man). This glaring theme of Frankenstein 
is fully captured in 1 Samuel 16:7: “Man looks at 
the outward appearance, but the Lord looks on 
the heart.” Though outwardly horrific, the creature 
reads Plutarch and Goethe, speaks eloquently, and 
suffers much — and the novel becomes harder and 
harder to put down. It is an emotional read, and 
Victor’s abandonment is akin to a mother leaving 
her disfigured child. Such is the cowardice of man, 
running from what we do not understand and the 
messy consequences of our own actions. 

The creature’s base desire is to be accepted and 
loved. He is met with universal disgust and horror. 
The anguish of his rejection is heartfelt and familiar 
to all readers. He vainly seeks redemption through- 
out the novel, and is the only character who believes 
he needs it. Although gentle and humble of heart 
at conception, his rejection by mankind turns into 
bitterness and revenge. 

“I desired love and fellowship,” the Monster 
says, “and I was still spurned. Was there no injustice 


SEE ‘Frankenstein’ Z page 20 


COMING UP IN EPILOGUE 


Each month, the writers of Epilogue will 
examine a different work of literature through 
the lens of Truth. In case you’d like to read 
ahead, here is a list of upcoming titles: 


NOVEMBER: The Pilgrim’s Progress, by John 
Bunyan 

Amidst the traditional season of Thanksgiving, 
no novel more perfectly captures the dangerous 
journey on which all true pilgrims embark than 
the classic non-conformist tale of Christian and 
his friends, Faithful and Hopeful. 


DECEMBER: a Christmas Carol, by Charles 
Dickens 

“Charming,” “enchanting,” “captivating” are 
meaningless words until you’ve read Dickens. A 
Victorian novel with gothic intent, this is the 
perfect 150-page morsel to devour before the 
Holidays. Delightfully rich in symbolism and 
Redemption, Dickens said of it: “I have endeav- 
ored in this ghostly little book, to raise the ghost 
of an idea, which shall not put my readers out 
of humor with themselves, with each other, with 
the season, or with me.” 
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WHAT WILL PASTOR MARK DRISCOLL PREACH THIS JANUARY? YOU DECIDE 
Submit a question. Vote for your favorites. Discuss the topics. 
askanything.marshiltaĥurch.org. 


"a 


F 





